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Youth to Washington 2022
 The deadline for the Youth to 
Washington Tour is fast approach-
ing! Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
(EECA) will select two local teenag-
ers as winners for the 2022 Youth 
to Washington Tour. Sophomores, 
juniors and seniors attending 
public or private high schools 
within the EECA service territorial 
footprint, or otherwise a member 
of the cooperative, can apply. 
Public school districts include: 
Carbondale, Carterville, Chester, 
Coulterville, Elverado, Marissa, 
Murphysboro, Pinckneyville, Red 
Bud, Sparta, Steeleville and Trico.
 The top two applicants will be se-
lected to represent Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative and our state, by attend-
ing the Youth to Washington trip 
June 17-24, 2022. The two students 
will travel by bus, with approximately 
60 Illinois students from Mt. Vernon 
to Washington, D.C. this summer. 
They will join more than 1,500 high 
school students from around the 
country, on one of the most recog-
nized youth programs in the nation. 
Students will develop leadership 
skills, meet life-long friend and enjoy 
several activities such as:

• Monuments & Memorials: 
Washington Monument, 
Arlington Cemetery, Lincoln, 
Jefferson, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Vietnam Veterans, 
Korean Veterans, Iwo Jima, 
World War II and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Memorials 58-12-0009

• Historic Sites: Smithsonian, 
Holocaust Memorial and 9/11 
Museums, and Mount Vernon

• Special Events: Theater perfor-
mance and all-states dinner  
and dance

• Meeting with local Illinois  
representative members of  
U.S. Congress

• Interacting with peers and 
meet life-long friend from 
across the state and country

 Applications have been made 
available to our area high school 
guidance counselors, can found on 
our website, and at our office. The 
application form includes complet-
ing an essay about cooperatives, 
student’s school activities, civic 
activities, and other relevant accom-
plishments. A blind independent 

panel of judges will select the two 
winners for Youth to Washington Tour. 
All expenses will be paid by Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, and transporta-
tion will be provided. If you have 
any questions on the application or 
the program, please contact Brooke 
Guthman at (800) 606-1505 or bguth-
man@eeca.coop. All applications 
must be received by February 11.

Tuesday, February 8 • 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

To schedule an appointment, visit redcross.org

Dates to Remember 
Application Deadline – 
February 11

Youth to Washington – 
June 17-24
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Board of Directors
Paul Pyatt, President

Paul Hicks, Vice-President
Kevin Liefer, Secretary-Treasurer

Rick Asaturian
Kevin Bame

Randall Campbell
Mary Jo Homan

Ken Jarrett
Steve Prest

1732 Finney Road
Murphysboro, IL 62966

Business hours/After hours
800-606-1505

24/7 Automated Pay-by-Phone
844-759-3977

Office hours 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F
www.eeca.coop

Shane Hermetz
General Manager

Choose your payment option!
• At our office lobby, drive-thru, 

drop-box, or payment kiosk
• Mail to: 1732 Finney Road, 

Murphysboro, IL 62966
• Set up recurring bank draft or  

credit card payments
• Use SmartHub portal, online  

or mobile app
• By phone at (844) 759-3977, using 

credit card or checking account
• Off-site kiosks located at 2301 N 

Reed Station Pkwy in Carbondale 
and 1306 N Market in Sparta

Egyptian Electric announces  
classroom grant recipients
 Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association (EECA) recently awarded its 2021 
Touchstone Energy Classroom Empowerment Grants to 10 area classrooms 
within its service territory. The grants were offered and awarded to teachers 
or school administrators of public and private K-12 schools to help with proj-
ects that will improve educational opportunities for students. 49-18-0131 
Classroom projects and teachers awarded the $500 grants include:

• Second Step to Social Emotional Learning – Shelby Ahlfield of General 
John A. Logan School, Murphysboro

• Solar Vehicles – Donnie Torres of Saint Andrew School, Murphysboro
• The Game of Life Simulation-A Realistic View to Life as an Adult – Cheri 

Boyd of Chester High School, Chester
• Eco Column Project – Angela Zier of Carterville High School, Carterville
• STEM for Creative Minds – Brandi Yates of DeSoto Grade School, DeSoto
• Butterfly Life Cycle – Cathy Lay of Tri-C Elementary School, Carterville
• Differentiated Instruction – Sarah Bartosik of Perandoe Special Education 

Program, Red Bud
• Musical Chairs – Jenny White of Trinity Christian School, Carbondale
• Sensory Bin Cart – Carla Vaca Diez and Anne Kaszubski of Parrish School, 

Carbondale  41-08-0005
• The Apple of My Eye – Lisa Shields of Carruthers School, Murphysboro

MEMBER 
PRIZES

Every month we will have three map location numbers 
hidden throughout our Egyptian Electric News section. 
If you find your location number, that corresponds to 
the one on your bill, call our office and identify yourself 
and the page that it is on and you will win a $10 credit 
on your next electric bill.

 18B ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 



 FEBRUARY 2022 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18C



Considering a new home or apartment? 
Check out electrical concerns too
 Whether you’re renting or buy-
ing, the process of looking for a 
house, condo or apartment can be 
overwhelming, especially for young 
people moving out on their own 
or new families ready to relocate to 
larger places. Along with looking for 
a good value, the right neighbor-
hood or curb appeal, also look for 
signs of potential electrical trouble 
before deciding. 26-34-0011 
 According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, electrical 
failures or malfunctions are present 
in an estimated average of 47,000 
home structure fires per year in the 
U.S., which result in 430 deaths, 1,280 
injuries and $1.5 billion in property 
damage. Based on figures from the 
National Center for Biotechnology 
Information, electrical injuries in 
general cause approximately 1,000 
deaths per year in the U.S. 
 Aside from having a professional 
electrical inspection completed, look 
for the following warning signs of 
larger electrical safety hazards before 
signing on the dotted line:
• Outlets and light switches that are 

warm to the touch
• Loose, scorched or discolored 

outlets
• Wall or light switches that cause 

shocks upon contact.
• Strange smells (such as something 

burning or overheating)
• Smoke or sparks
• Exposed wires
• Lack of GFCIs (ground fault circuit 

interrupters) on certain outlets 
(those near a water source or that 
could get wet)

• Lack of AFCIs (arc fault circuit inter-
rupters); these help to prevent fires 
and are required in new builds

• Faulty appliances
• Evidence of frequent blown fuses 

or circuit breakers

• Missing or broken wall plates
• Delayed responses after switching 

lights on or off
• Flickering lights
 Another good house-hunting 
practice is to take note if there are too 
few outlets to accommodate your 
needs—for electronics, appliances 
and other items that will increase the 
electrical load. If you will need to use 
extension cords and large outlet strips 
on a regular basis, you risk overload-
ing your electrical system and creat-
ing an electrical hazard.
 If you are buying a home, a repu-
table home inspector should note 
electrical wiring or other electrical 
deficiencies and code violations. 
Make sure electrical items are ad-
dressed by a qualified electrician 
before you call your new place home. 
If you already own your home and 
detect electrical issues, call a repu-
table electrician so problems can be 
addressed immediately.
 If you are or will be a renter and 
notice any of these issues, advise the 
landlord right away. If your landlord 
won’t make repairs, tenants have the 
option to hire someone to make the 
repairs and deduct the costs from the 

rent. Illinois law allows you to deduct 
$500 or half a month’s rent, whichever 
is lower. However, remember that a 
certified electrician is the only person 
who should be hired to assess and 
repair electrical hazards or address is-
sues, so verify credentials before hiring 
one. Research laws in your area to de-
termine renter protection provisions. 
 Both renters and homeowners 
should test all GFCIs once a month to 
make sure they are working and keep 
an eye out for other electrical hazards. 
For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Operation Round Up, where 
together we make the difference!

www.eeca.coop

• Pay online
Visit eeca.coop to pay on your 
account through the:

• Pay Now portal on our homepage 
that is used for a quick one-time 
payment, or 

• SmartHub, where you can pay 
online 24/7 with a checking 
account or credit/debit.

• SmartHub app
View and pay your bill  
using this app with your smartphone  
or other device. Find this FREE app  
in your app store! 

• Pay by phone
Call during or outside business
hours, 24/7, through our secure
payment system at (844) 759-3977,
to pay your bill, update your ac-
count information or set up recur-
ring payments.

This is an automated service, avail-
able in English and Spanish. Our
automated phone service accepts
Visa, Mastercard and Discover
cards, and checks though E-Check!

• Recurring payments
Choose an automatic payment

ruoy fo tnuocca eht morf noitcuded 
choice. This is set up as a recurring

,tiderc ruoy morf tfard tnemyap 
debit, checking or savings account
on the due date shown on your bill.

• Sign up for recurring credit/
debit card payments through
SmartHub or at (844) 759-3977.

•
savings account withdrawals

 eht gnitelpmoc  yb Automatic
Bank Draft Authorization
Form (from our office or online).

• Pay by EECA kiosk
You can pay cash, E-check, or se-
curely by credit card at our on-site 
kiosk payment location! Our  kiosk 
accepts cash (but no change given),
E-checks, Visa, Mastercard and 
Discover cards.

• Pay at Off-Site Kiosk
We have two off-site kiosk locations
that accept cash only during their 
business hours: the MarketPlace Shell
located at N. Reed Station Road in 
Carbondale and Wright Building 
Center in Sparta.

 

 
 

• Pay at our office
Stop by our office at 1732 Finney 
Road, north of Murphysboro,
 during business hours to pay your 
bill. An after-hours kiosk and drop 
box is also available on the south 
side of our  office building next to 
the drive-up window.

For questions about these methods 
or about your bill, you can always 
contact us during business hours to 
speak with a Member Service 
Representative at (800) 606-1505.

Ways to Pay

• Moneygram - Express Payment

Walmart Supercenter 
1410 N Market Street 
Sparta, IL 62286 
(618) 443-5800 
CLOSES AT 9 PM

Walmart
2206 State Street 
Chester, IL 62233 
(618) 826-5041 
CLOSES AT 9 PM

Walmart Supercenter 
215 Grant Way 
DuQuoin, IL 62832 
(618) 542-8438
CLOSES AT 9 PM

Kroger at Jackson Square
550 E Industrial Park Rd.
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 687-3481
CLOSES AT 10 PM

Walmart Supercenter
6495 Country Club Rd.
Murphysboro, IL 62966
(618) 684-5041
CLOSES AT 9 PM

CVS
2431 W Main Street
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 457-0491
CLOSES AT 9 PM

Schnucks
915 W Main Street
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 351-0463
CLOSES AT 9 PM

Walmart Supercenter
1450 E Main Street
Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 457-2033
CLOSES AT 8 PM

Kroger
501 N Giant City Road
Carbondale, IL 62902
(618) 457-5313
CLOSES AT 10 PM

To find additional 
locations visit: 

https://www.moneygram.
com/mgo/us/en/locations

*Fees associated with this pay-
ment method are third-party. 

Store hours are subject to 
change at any time.

Mail your payment check along 
with the stub, located at the 
 of your bill, to Egyptian 
 Cooperative in the 
 Allow 5 to 10 business days for delivery.

• Pay by mail

bottom 
Electric 

provided envelope. 
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Egyptian Electric Cooperative wants high school 
students to not only discover more about the 
 political process, but provide them with a chance 
of a lifetime to get an up-close look at our state 
and federal governments in action. These students 
will also walk away with leadership experience, 
and meet fellow students who will become forever 
friends across the state and nation. 

 Egyptian Electric Cooperative will sponsor two 
high school sophomore, junior or senior  students, 
from the public or private high schools located in 
our service territory. Winning students will get to 
participate in a weeklong, all- expense paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. alongside the other cooperative 
 sponsored students nationwide. 

 You can also  contact your school’s  guidance 
o�  ce or Brooke Guthman at (800) 606-1505 for the 
application or more information.  See page 18A for 
more details.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
June 17-24, 2022
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Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association
1732 Finney Road • Murphysboro, IL 62966 • (800) 606-1505 • eeca.coop

Fax (888) 554-8181 • bguthman@eeca.coop

Applications are available on our website
at eeca.coop and due February 11, 2022


