
Squirrels, snakes and birds, oh my!
 Besides being cute, fun to watch or 
just plain slithery, animals can disrupt 
power. Although we do what we can 
to prevent animal interference by us-
ing equipment guards, anti-roosting 
devices or other animal-friendly 
deterrents, sometimes our efforts are 
no match for persistent and curious 
critters who use overhead power 
lines as a superhighway or substa-
tions as a nesting ground.
 According to the Electrical 
Engineering Portal (EEP), the follow-
ing classes of animals have caused 
subsequent power outages or 
service disruptions:

1. Squirrels love to use power lines 
as their overhead highway. They 
are agile and crafty – oftentimes 
equipment guards and other de-
terrents cannot keep them away, 
much like a squirrel outsmarting 
a bird feeder. If they touch the 
power line and pole (or other 
equipment) simultaneously, the 
electric current travels through 
them and their demise can cause 
problems with power distribu-
tion. 43-06-0007

2. Mice, rats and gophers 
sometimes cause interruptions 
in service by gnawing through 
underground cables. These 
offenders (and others) can also 
try to make a home in a substa-
tion, which often does not turn 
out well for them and can cause 
a hiccup in power distribution 
for us.

3. Birds can cause different types 
of problems depending on the 
species. Although small birds 
can sit on a wire without a 
problem, some larger varieties 
like to build nests at the tops of 
poles, on transmission towers or 
in substations. Nesting mate-
rial can cause faults (abnormal 
electric currents), and bird 
droppings can contaminate 
insulators, according to EEP. 
Other times, large birds with 
long wing spans can touch a 
live power line with one wing 
tip and something else with the 
other and become a conductor 
for the voltage to pass through 
them. This is called “bridging.” 

4. Snakes can disrupt service 
in both substations and un-
derground services. They can 
squeeze through small spaces, 
travel upward, and have enough 
length to bridge from one current 
to another, with the ability to 
cause a multitude of problems.

5. Fire ants are originally from South 
America. They have migrated to 
the southern United States and 
they like to build nests in pad-
mounted transformer cabinets. 
Their presence can cause short 
circuits and they can eat conductor 
insulation. They can make it chal-
lenging to maintain equipment 
yet making an unbelievably great 
photo op when they do their work.

6. Large animals such as cattle, 
horses, and bison can cause 
physical damage to structures 
such as guy wires, underground 
equipment or poles. They can 
cause outages or make the 
system more prone to outages 
in the future. In some cases, they 
can climb utility poles making 
contact with live conductors.

Kroening Retires
Gilbert Kroening, of Carbondale, 
retired from the EECA board of 
directors on Friday, Dec. 20, 2019 
after 18 years. Gil was a College 
of Agriculture professor, retiring 
from Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. He held several admin-
istrative positions with the college, 
including Dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Director of the SIU 

Office of International Agriculture. 
In 2017 he was recognized as the 
Southern Illinois University Alumni 
Association’s SIU Distinguished 
Alumni for his humanitarian efforts. 
Gil and his wife Jean have three 
children and four granddaughters. 
Best wishes to Gil in his next chapter 
of life! 23-19-0004

Board President Steve Prest, Gil 
Kroening and Executive VP/General 
Manager Shane Hermetz.

 FEBRUARY 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20a

1732 Finney Road • Murphysboro, IL 62966 • 800-606-1505 • www.eeca.coop

FE
BR

U
A

RY
 2

02
0



Shannon Gardner, 
STEM Activity Boxes, 
Carruthers School, 
Murphysboro

Terri George, Tapping into 
Student Interest Through 
Non-fiction Literature, 
DeSoto Grade School

  2019-2020
Classroom Grant 
 Winners

April Bartnick, 
Building Reading Skills 
with Multisensory 
Intervention, Carruthers 
School, Murphysboro
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Board of Directors
Steve Prest, President

Paul Hicks, Vice-President
Paul Pyatt, Secretary-Treasurer

Kevin Bame 
Randall Campbell

Larry Ebers
Ken Jarrett

Gilbert Kroening
Kevin Liefer

1732 Finney Road
Murphysboro, IL 62966

Business hours/After hours
800-606-1505

24/7 Automated Pay-by-Phone
844-759-3977

Office hours 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F
www.eeca.coop

Shane Hermetz
General Manager

Choose your payment option!
• At our office lobby, drive-thru, 

drop-box, or payment kiosk
• Mail to: 1732 Finney Road, 

Murphysboro, IL 62966
• Set up recurring bank draft or  

credit card payments
• Use SmartHub portal, online  

or mobile app
• By phone, using credit card or 

checking account
• Off-site kiosks located at 2301 N 

Reed Station Road in Carbondale 
and 1306 N Market Street in Sparta



Kimberly Kraatz, Lego Mindstorms 
for Seventh Grade STEM Education, 
Carterville Jr. High School

Brandi Yates, Learning 
with Magnets in the 
REACH Room, DeSoto 
Grade School

Diane Chambers & 
Amanda Wetzler, 
Drones, Evansville 
Attendance Center & 
Sparta Lincoln School

Jessica Carsrud, Student Created 
Podcasts, Giant City School, 
Carbondale

Cheryl Korando, 
Classroom 
Library, Trico 
High School, 
Campbell Hill

Donnie Torres, 
Technology with 
Coding, St. Andrew 
School, Murphysboro

Andrew Staff, Projector 
in the Classroom, 
Trinity Christian 
School, Carbondale

Derek Miller, 3D Printing to 
New Heights, Marissa Jr./Sr. 
High School

Daralynn Gross, Creative Class 
Business, Steeleville High School

 FEBRUARY 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20c



 20d ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

 Egyptian Electric Cooperative wants high school stu-
dents to not only discover more about the  political pro-
cess, but provide them with a chance of a lifetime to get 
an up-close look at our state and federal governments in 
action. Egyptian Electric Cooperative will sponsor at least 

five high school sophomore, junior or 
senior  students from each public or 

private high school located in our 
service territory on an action-
packed day trip to our state capi-
tol. From those students, two 
will be selected to participate 
on a weeklong, all- expense paid 

trip to Washington, D.C. alongside 
the other cooperative  sponsored 

students nationwide. Applications are 

available on our website at www.eeca.coop and due Feb. 
14, 2020. You can also  contact your school’s  guidance 
counselor or Brooke Guthman at 800-606-1505 for more 
information. 49-27-0120

SPRINGFIELD
March 31, 2020

WASHINGTON
June 19-26, 2020
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