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Youth to Washington
Two Egyptian Electric Cooperative students attend
 Melissa Crosby of Chester and 
Arezou Esmaeeli of Carbondale 
represented Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative in Washington, D.C., dur-
ing the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour, June 10-17. This event, spon-
sored by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois since the 
late 1950s, is an introduction to our 
democratic form of government and 
cooperatives for rural youth.
 The students met with 
Congressman Mike Bost and were 
among 64 rural Illinois youth leaders 
selected for the trip. The Illinois stu-
dents joined more than 1,691 young 
leaders from across the country. In 
addition to the Capitol, they also 
visited Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Washington National Cathedral, 
several Smithsonian Museums, the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the World War II Memorial, memori-
als to Presidents Lincoln, Jefferson, 
Washington and Roosevelt, the 
National Archives, the Royal Embassy 

of Saudi Arabia, the Newseum and a 
number of other historical sites.
 Sophomores and juniors in high 
schools that are within the service 
area of Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
are eligible to participate in the an-
nual program. To learn more about 
the "Youth to Washington" Tour go 
to www.youthtour.coop or www.
facebook.com/ILYouthtoWashington. 
The next application deadline will be 
in the beginning of 2017, so don’t let 
the young students in your life miss 
this opportunity of a lifetime!

All Electric & Telephone Cooperative Delegates from the state of Illinois.
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Supervisory certification
 Just this May, Travis 
Deterding, Cindy Krisby and 
Dennis Luehr completed 
their NRECA Supervisory 
Certification Program 
through our statewide as-
sociation, Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
in Springfield. The program 
consisted of nine classes tak-
ing 2 to 3 years to complete. 
Congratulations to three 
of our Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative employees.

Board of Directors
Ken Jarrett
Steve Prest
Larry Ebers
Allen Haake
Paul Hicks

Gilbert Kroening
Kevin Liefer
Paul Pyatt

Randall Campbell
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Choose your 
payment option!

• At our office front desk or outside 
drop-box

• Mail to: PO Box 38, Steeleville, IL  
62288

• Set up recurring bank draft or  
credit card payments

• Use SmartHub portal, online  
or mobile app

• By phone to our office, using  
credit card or checking account

Jim Riddle 
Executive Vice President and 

General Manager

Capital Credits
 In October of 2015, Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative issued Capital 
Credit checks to members who had 
service for the years 1984 and 1985. 
So far, $550,410 of the $586,313, or 
6,104 of 6,971 of the general retire-
ment checks have been cashed 
which represents 94% of the total 
dollars issued. Returning excess capi-
tal to our members is the coopera-
tive way!

New facility update

At the conclusion of the 95% design by White & Borgognoni Architects, 
Asaturian & Eaton Engineering & Bric Partnership, LLC the board voted 
to proceed with placing the facility plans out for bid at the June 28th 
Board Meeting. Once bids are received, the determination on whether 
to continue with the new building site, will be decided at that time.

Our offices will 
be closed Monday 

September 5th.
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Meet our Engineer Technicians
 Have you ever wondered who 
you’ll be in contact with when 
building a new home or upgrad-
ing your electrical service?  Some 
of you may have already had en-
counters with one of our engineers. 
We currently have four Engineer 
Technicians who have backgrounds 
in related Associate degrees to 
Bachelor degrees in electrical or civil 
engineering.  
 If you call into the office with your 
request and are ready to proceed, 
they will meet onsite with you or 
your representative to evaluate your 
situation. They will make sure ap-
propriate paperwork is completed, 
provide you with metering specifi-
cations, a membership application 
and service estimate based on policy 
pricing and GPS distances, as well as 
obtain signed easements from appli-
cable property owners when needed. 
Once everything is ready to go, the 
job will be staked by the Engineer 
Technician and drawn up on staking 
sheets as a work order with the use 
of our new staking software, and 
utility locates will be called in when 
necessary. The Engineer Technicians 
then cross-check to make sure all 
paperwork and site prep work is 

completed, before any materials are 
filled for the job, and construction is 
scheduled. Aside from new and vari-
ous residential projects, job duties 
include but are not limited to: plan-
ning electrical layouts for subdivi-
sions or development sites, assisting 
in various substation work, locating 
Egyptian Electric’s underground elec-
tric lines, working with the state and 
local departments on utility reloca-
tion projects, conducting line and 
pole inspections, addressing three-
phase service requests, inspecting in-
terconnections such as solar systems, 
etc. These employees are the most 
hands-on with our members and 
municipalities, and seem to touch 
all cooperative departments from 
member services to operations. 
 We take calls and appointments 
during regular business hours, 
Monday through Friday. They will be 
happy to talk with you, so let them 
know if you have any questions! 
Also find our new list of Engineering 
Frequently Asked Questions, in our 
offices or on our website (www.eeca.
coop) under Energy Services, New 
Service Request, to hopefully answer 
some of your questions beforehand. 
Below are a few examples.

Scott Gremmels, Engineer Tech 
III, with 12 years of service.

Kendall Bunselmeyer, Engineer 
Tech III, with over 15 years of 
service. 

Adam Korando, Engineer Tech I, 
with 8 years of service.

Eric Turner, Engineer Tech I, 
started April of 2016.

New service frequently asked questions
Q: When do I contact the 
Engineering Technician to meet 
me on site for a better estimate 
and requirements?

A:  When you own the property, 
have the home site staked, and 
driveway is in or close to it. We 
take appointments during busi-
ness hours. Please call our office, 
800-606-1505, to schedule an 
appointment with one of our 
Engineering Technicians.

Q: Why is underground more 
expensive than overhead?

A: Underground service is not only 
more labor intensive and expen-
sive to install, but we also incur 
higher maintenance costs associ-
ated with locating cable, repairing 
and maintaining.

Q: How close can I build to the 
power line?

A: Our standard practice is beyond 
falling distance of the line or pole. 
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Making the digital switch 
Upgrade your lights from “analog” to digital with LED bulbs.

By Anne Prince
 Just as you upgraded your TV/
cable and phone from an analog 
system to digital for better sound and 
picture quality, the lighting indus-
try has been modernizing its op-
tions and products in order to offer 
consumers greater energy efficiency. 
For the past several years, tradi-
tional incandescent bulbs have been 
phased out in favor of halogen and 
compact fluorescent (CFL) lights that 
offer greater efficiency. Even more re-
cent innovations in technology have 
focused on Light Emitting Diode light 
sources, or LED bulbs, which are es-
sentially digital light.   

Longevity and efficiency in one
 Known for their longevity and ef-
ficiency, LED lights have an estimated 
operational life span of up to 50,000 
hours. This equates to 17 years of 
continuous operation, or 34 years of 
50 percent operation. So if you were 
to use an LED fixture for eight hours 
per day, it would take approximately 
17 years before it would need to be 
replaced.  
 LED lights are different from 
fluorescent and incandescent light 
sources, as LEDs do not contain a gas 
or filament of any kind. Instead, the 
entire LED is made up of a semicon-
ductor, which is solid in nature and 
makes LEDs more durable. LED lights 
are small, packed electronic chip 
devices where two conductive ma-
terials are placed together on a chip 
(a diode). Electricity passes through 
the diode, releasing energy in the 
form of light. Unlike fluorescent lights 
that require a few minutes to warm 
up before reaching their full level of 
brightness, LEDs achieve full illumi-
nation immediately.

The cost of “analog” lights
 If you are still hanging on to your 
traditional or “analog” era lighting, 

your light bulb is operating at only 
20 percent energy efficiency. Eighty 
percent of the electricity from the 
“analog” bulb is lost as heat. To il-
lustrate how this inefficiency impacts 
your wallet, consider this. If you have 
traditional lighting and your electric 
bill is $100, then you are spending 
$80 to heat the room instead of light 
it. Using LED illumination with 80 per-
cent efficiency, your electricity cost 
would be approximately $20, saving 
you about $80.

Ideal for outdoor use
 LEDs are ideal for outdoor use 
because of their durability. LED lights 
are resistant to vibrations, shock and 
external impacts such as exposure 
to weather, wind and rain. In addi-
tion, they are temperature resistant 
and operate in colder outdoor 
temperatures. In contrast, colder 
temperatures may affect operation of 
fluorescent lamps. LEDs can also be 
dimmed, allowing maximum flexibil-
ity in usage. 

Smart choice for emergency use
 If you have a portable generator 
or battery-back-up, in the event of a 
power outage or weather emergency, 
LED lights are a smart complement to 
your back-up power system. Because 
they draw so little power, using LED 
lights instead of CFL or traditional 
bulbs will allow you to illuminate 
more areas or channel the “saved” 
energy to other needed applications. 

Don’t be fooled
 When purchasing an LED light, 
look for the Energy Star label to en-
sure you have a genuine product, as 
there are poor quality LED products 
in the marketplace. Some of these 
products are manufactured outside 
of the U.S. with components that pro-
duce low light levels, don’t stand up 

on long service life, or have exagger-
ated energy saving claims. So like any 
other purchase, research before you 
buy! Visit energystar.gov for more 
information about Energy Star LED 
lights.
 While it is true that LEDs generally 
cost more to purchase than fluores-
cent and incandescent lights, they 
are much less expensive to operate 
over time. LEDs are energy efficient 
so the replacement and maintenance 
requirements are dramatically lower. 
In addition, as with other electronics, 
prices are expected to come down 
as more products enter the market. 
Make the switch from analog to 
digital, and you will see an increase 
in your home energy efficiency and a 
decrease in your energy costs.   

Making the digital upgrade
 Are you interested in learning 
more about LEDs and how they can 
fit with your home and lifestyle? 
Visit http://energy.gov/energysaver/
articles/lighting-choices-save-you-
money to compare LEDs to new 
energy-efficient incandescent bulbs 
and CFLs .

 Anne Prince writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives.




