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The life of a lineman
They wake before the sun, pour
steaming cups of coffee, and kiss
their family goodbye. After swinging by the office to get the day’s orders, Egyptian Electric linemen and
our Oil Field Electric contractors
climb into their trucks and head
out. Our linemen form a solid team
with one job: to deliver safe, reliable
electricity. But that job can change
in a million ways when rough
weather steps in. We often take
power—and the men and women
who provide it—for granted.
Let’s take a moment and stand
in their boots. Linemen have to

work safely, smart, and efficiently—
all while 30 feet or more in the air
wearing sturdy, thick rubber gloves.
On a typical day, lineworkers maintain electrical distribution lines or
build service to new homes and
businesses in southern Illinois. But
when our dispatch center calls crews
with a problem, everything else
takes a backseat.
Power restoration takes precedence on linemen’s to-do list. These
brave men are always on call. We
have crews standing by to serve you
24 hours a day, in the middle of the
night or wee hours of the morning,
weekends and holidays.
Can you imagine getting a call
at 3 a.m. telling you to work outside during bad weather? Not many
people are willing to face storms.
Our linemen face harsh elements
daily, all to serve you.
Linemen also focus on safety;
the lives of coworkers are on the
line. Job safety is important to
everyone, no matter your occupation. But for linemen, there can
be no slip ups or careless actions.
Mistakes can cost a limb or life.
That’s one of the reasons linemen
form a brotherhood. When you put
your life in the hands of co-workers
every day, they become more than
colleagues. They’re family.
That sense of family extends to
our own team and electric co-ops
Continued on page 16c
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across the nation. One of our principles is cooperation among cooperatives. We help other co-ops in their
time of need, and they extend that
service to us, too. It’s reassuring to
know if a severe storm strikes, a national team of linemen stand ready
to answer the call.
To be ready to respond no matter the situation or weather conditions, linemen are highly trained.
At Egyptian Electric Cooperative
linemen go through regular training
to ensure they can work safely with
various kinds of regularly tested
equipment. These highly skilled men
light our homes and businesses every day. They endure harsh weather
and long hours, all to make our lives
better.
On April 11, Egyptian Electric
Cooperative will honor the hard
working men who often work in
challenging conditions to keep the
lights on for our member/owners.
Consider taking a moment to thank
them.
We proudly recognize all of
our linemen for the services they
perform in potentially dangerous
conditions, keeping power flowing
and protecting the public’s safety.
Egyptian Electric linemen are the
heart of the Co-op Nation, proud
and strong.
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Budget billing and automatic
bill payment options
April is a great month to
enroll in our budget billing, as
spring is the optimal time to set
it up. We would like our members
to have had a 12-month history
with on which to base an average
- then we can more accurately set
your monthly budgeted amount.
If you are a budget-conscious
person, knowing what you will be
paying each month is a great way
to avoid unpleasant surprises.
With budget billing, it is
important to know that you are
expected to pay the budgeted
amount each month, regardless of
whether your balance is showing
a credit or not. If you are subject
to high bills in the winter, you
may have a credit account balance
in the warmer months, but then
will exhaust that credit during the
winter months.
Our budget billing runs from
June through April each year
with the "true-up" in May. The
month of May is when your usage for the last twelve months
is reviewed to determine if your
budget billing amount should
be increased or decreased, and
if you will have a credit on that
bill or owe an additional amount.

Aside from extreme temperature
changes, if you have taken steps
to conserve energy in order to reduce your consumption, this will
be reflected in the revised budget billing amount. If your usage
has increased, it will be reflected
likewise.
Automatic bill pay is another good option we offer here at
Egyptian Electric. You’ll never
have to wonder if your check
cleared, made it in the mail on
time, or why you received a late
fee. You can set up automatic bill
pay directly through SmartHub,
or can fill out the required form
and return to us. The form is
available at either of our offices,
you can print it from our website,
or we can mail it to you. You can
elect to use a checking or savings account, as well as a debit
or credit card. We accept Visa,
MasterCard and Discover. You
will still receive a copy of your bill,
but the charges will automatically
be deducted on the due date indicated on it.
Please call us to inquire on
either of these great opportunities
to make your life a little easier…
and save a stamp!

Q: How does Egyptian Electric read my meter?
A: Egyptian Electric Cooperative uses Aclara’s TWACS (Two-Way Automated Communications
System) technology metering sytems for our residential services. It is a power-line
communications system that utilizes our power lines to transmit readings from your meter to
the substation, then back to us for processing. Every day your meter readings are imported
to our billing software here at our offices, with capabilities to read the meter at any point in
time.
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Document Shredding & Electronics Recycling Day
April 2, 2016 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Murphysboro Office located at 10169 Old Highway 13
Electronics Accepted:
Computers (desktop, laptop, tablets)
Monitors (CRT & flat screen)
Printers, Scanners
Fax Machines
Keyboards & Mice
Televisions
Cable & Satellite Receivers
Cords & Cables
VCR & DVD Players
Digital Converter Boxes
Portable Digital Music
Players
Video Game Players
Small-Scale Servers
Cell Phones

Sponsors & Partners
Jackson County Health
Department, Jackson County
Board, Egyptian Electric
Cooperative Association,
DataLock

Documents Accepted:
Confidential documents (tax returns, receipts, insurance papers, etc,) for onsite shredding. Paper clips & staples are okay, but please remove any binder
clips.

Not Accepted:
Washers
Dryers
Stoves
Freezers
Water Heaters
Smoke Detectors

Refrigerators
VHS Tapes
Humidifiers
Lamps
Light Bulbs
Microwaves

These events are not
open to businesses,
schools, governments or
other large generators.
Individuals are limited to
10 items.

How to plant trees to conserve energy
Planting the right trees in the
right places conserves energy and
reduces your energy bills, while helping to fight climate change. See how
properly placed trees save energy
by providing summer shade, winter
warmth, and winter windbreaks.
 Plant on the west and northwest to provide mid-to-late
afternoon shade in most
locations.
 Shade east and west windows,
but prune lower branches to
prevent blocking view.
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 Plant shade trees over patios,
driveways, and air-conditioning
units.
 Large deciduous trees planted
on the east, west, and northwest sides of your home create
soothing shade from the hot
summer sun and reduce summer air conditioning costs by up
to 35%.
 Plant trees to shade your air
conditioner to help keep it
cooler and running more
efficiently.

 Use less energy for yourself and
your utility company.
 Less fossil fuel is consumed by
the utility to create the energy,
which means less carbon dioxide emissions.
 Trees shade patios, sidewalks,
and driveways, cool
the concrete, the
entire yard,
and even
the neighborhood.

