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Egyptian Electric Cooperative educates new 
drivers on handling accidents with utility poles 

 Egyptian Electric Cooperative is 
dedicated to promoting safety on the 
road for all drivers, especially young 
and inexperienced ones. Recently, 
EECA staff had the opportunity 
to speak with Driver’s Ed students 
from Murphysboro High School and 
Elverado High School to discuss the 
importance of road safety and how to 
handle emergencies involving utility 
poles and high-voltage power lines. 
The sessions covered crucial informa-
tion on what to do if a vehicle collides 
with a power line, including the safest 
practices to protect all individuals 
present, including well-meaning 
bystanders and first responders.
 Did you know that if your car hits 
a power pole, it’s usually safest to 
remain inside the vehicle? The first 
instinct for many may be to exit the 

vehicle immediately, but doing so 
puts you in a life-threatening situa-
tion. The only exception to this rule 
is if your car is on fire. According to 
Safe Electricity, when a car crashes 
into a power pole, the pole may fall 
down, lines may fall on your car or 
nearby, and the area around your car 
may become charged with electric 
energy. If you stepped out of the car 
in this scenario, your body would 
become the path to the ground for 
the electricity, and you could be 
electrocuted. 

Jared Sparks

 While downed lines can some-
times show they are live by arcing 
and sparking with electricity, this is 
not always the case. Power lines do 
not always show signs that they are 
live, but they are just as lethal. That’s 

 
if in an Auto Accident 

with Power Lines

Learn more at

KNOW 
WHAT 
TO DO

If the car you are in hits a 
utility pole, your vehicle 

and the surrounding 
area can become 

energized. 

Even if  you do not touch lines
or equipment, you can still be 
killed or seriously injured.

1. Do NOT leave the car,   
     and warn others to stay away.

2. Call 911 to have 

      the utility notified.

3. Wait until a utility professional 

has told you it is safe. 

The only reason 

to exit the vehicle is 

if  it’s on fire. 

If the car is on fire, jump clear 

of the vehicle: with feet together, 

and without touching the car and 

the ground at the same time. 

Continue to hop away 

with your feet together 

as far as you can. 

Continued on 18B 
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1732 Finney Road
Murphysboro, IL 62966

Business hours/After hours
800-606-1505

24/7 Automated Pay-by-Phone
844-759-3977

Office hours 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F
www.eeca.coop

Shane Hermetz
General Manager

Choose your payment option!
• At our office lobby, drive-thru, 

drop-box, or payment kiosk
• Mail to: 1732 Finney Road, 

Murphysboro, IL 62966
• Set up recurring bank draft or  

credit card payments
• Use SmartHub portal, online  

or mobile app
• By phone at 844-759-3977, using 

credit card or checking account
• Off-site kiosks located at 2301 N. 

Reed Station Parkway and  
1815 W. Main in Carbondale

MEMBER 
PRIZES

Every month we will have three member names  hidden 
throughout our Egyptian Electric News section. If you find 
your name,  call our office and identify yourself and the 
page that it is on and you will win a $10 credit on your 
next electric bill.

why it’s usually best to stay in the car. 
Warn those who try to come near 
your car to help that they must stay 
far away, including first responders. 
Call 911 for help and wait until a 
professional from the responding 
electric utility tells you it is safe to 
get out.
 In the case that your car has 
caught fire, and you must get out, 
jump clear of the vehicle without 
touching the vehicle and the ground 
at the same time. Then, hop away 
with both feet together to ensure 
no voltage differential between your 
two feet, which would give electricity 
a path to flow through your body 
and likely lead to death.

 If you witness a car collision with 
a power pole, do not approach the 
accident. By trying to help, you could 
put your own life at risk. The best 
thing to do is call 911, stay far away, 
and warn others to stay away from 
the accident. 

Cynthia Schnepel

 Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
encourages parents and guardians 
to have conversations with their 
young drivers about the importance 
of road safety and how to react in 
emergency situations involving util-
ity poles and equipment. By being 
informed and prepared, drivers can 
better protect themselves and others 
on the road.

"Handling accidents with utility poles" continued from 18A
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Considering Solar?  
It’s complicated, but we are here to help! 
 Solar energy is a popular topic 
today, but it’s far from straightforward. 
As your electric cooperative, we've 
compiled the top five factors you 
should carefully consider before com-
mitting to install solar panels:

1. Expertise and energy effi-
ciency matters: Contact EECA 
first for assistance and unbi-
ased advice. It is essential to 
prioritize basic energy-efficient 
tactics, such as upgrading to 
LED bulbs and air sealing, as 
first steps to going solar. These 
small investments will lessen 
your base load, yielding signifi-
cant savings in your solar build 
out and in month-to-month 
energy consumption. Be sure 
to also take advantage of our 
free energy assessment to 
evaluate your home's ef-
ficiency! We can also evaluate 
your energy usage history and 
recommend a suitable system 
size to prevent oversizing and 
save you money. 

2. Financial considerations: 
While solar technology has 
advanced and costs have 
decreased, there are still 
substantial upfront expenses. 
It's important to understand 
the projected savings solar can 
offer you compared to total 
costs. Payback periods can 
vary from less than 10 years 
to over 20 years. Financing 
options and incentives like 
Renewable Energy Credits 
(RECs) and tax incentives may 
help offset costs but high 
interest rates can have a sig-
nificant impact on the payback 
of the investment. 

3. Types of solar setups: 
Understand the different 
solar setups: roof-mounted 
or ground-mounted and 
interconnected, off-grid, or 
battery-backed-up systems. 
Are your roof conditions, pitch 
and shingles suitable for a 
rooftop solar installation? For 
ground-mounted applications, 
do you have sufficient non-
shaded space to install solar 
for maximum production? Vicki L.Harger

  
4. Choosing a contractor: 

Research reputable local con-
tractors and obtain multiple 
bids. Before deciding, verify 
their experience and review 
references and contract de-
tails, including maintenance 
plans and expectations. Be 
cautious of out-of-town com-
panies charging higher costs, 
making unrealistic promises 
or claiming to be associated 
with us.

5. Interconnection process: 
Learn about the interconnec-
tion process with Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, includ-
ing system size limitations, 
billing expectations and net 
metering.

 Explore FAQs about solar panels’ 
functionality, lifespan, energy genera-
tion and more on our interconnections 
page at the QR code below! 
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Blood Drive
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 

EECA headquarters

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Register at redcross.org
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April 8, 2024

We’d like to recognize and say thank you to the lineworkers of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative for their dedication to putting members 

first. Rain or shine, their tireless efforts ensure that our communities stay 
powered up!

Aaron Richards
Andy Ahner

Brian Alexander
Cody Lee

Darin Prange

Robbie Knop
Rod Smith
Ronnie Gill

Tim McBride
Tyler Atchison

Zach Doan

Hunter Lodge
Jared Bastien
Matt McElroy
Mike Smith
Philip Ellis


